
Senior Seminar
2024-25



Senior Seminar
Class of 2025

Katie Corbin 
College and Career 
Readiness Coordinator

Christie McElroy 
High School Counselor 
Grades 11 & 12 
CTE Coordinator



Senior Seminar
Class of 2025



Be In The Know……

It is the student’s responsibility to get needed information. 

Join the PK Senior REMIND. By texting @pksr2024 to 81010

 @Facebook @PKYongeBlueWave 
 
Instagram  @PKYongeBlueWave 
 
Twitter  @pkyongedrs 
 

https://www.remind.com/join/pksr2024


Be In The Know……

● Senior Counselor: Christie McElroy 
● cmcelroy@pky.ufl.edu 

● College & Career Readiness Coordinator
● kcorbin@pky.ufl.edu 

● Senior Sponsor: Megan Koppitch 

● mkoppitch@pky.ufl.edu 

● Yearbook Sponsor: Emily Eubanks
● eeubanks@pky.ufl.edu 

● AP for Academic Achievement: Tredina Sheppard 
● tsheppard@pky.ufl.edu 

mailto:cmcelroy@pky.ufl.edu
mailto:kcorbin@pky.ufl.edu
mailto:eeubanks@pky.ufl.edu


IMPORTANT PK SENIOR DATES

 Find a detailed list of important dates for seniors as well as the 
senior newsletter at the links below. 

 

Senior Important Dates 
Senior Newsletter 

 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1PsMVk1M7lBXnxmwkBT8gyhtvYL0JGFsYI5BhExwo5VI/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1zj98M_t9srGn_IicDUkWaWxdnJdXEy3t_IjNv5rOLHI/edit


Let’s Look Inside Your Personalized Packet
You should find:

● Grad Check with community service hours listed on the top
● Short Transcript of grades earned in each course
● Bright Futures Early Eligibility Report
● State University System Matrix for last year

Disclaimer:

● New students may be missing some documents or have some that are 
incomplete due to transferring in. We will update reports as data is shipped 
and analyzed by all parties involved.



WHAT’S REQUIRED TO GRADUATE?

The right courses.

The right GPA.

The right test scores.

The right time.



WHAT TIME IS REQUIRED TO GRADUATE?

Attendance Matters!



WHAT TIME IS REQUIRED TO 
GRADUATE?



WHAT TIME IS REQUIRED TO GRADUATE?

● 50 total hours needed for seniors to attend Homecoming

● 75 total hours needed prior to all end of the year activities 



WHAT TESTS ARE REQUIRED TO GRADUATE?

Communications 
● FAST Grade  10- Level 3
● ACT- Reading/English Combo 18
● SAT- Reading/Writing 480
● CLT - Verbal Reasoning/Writing 36

Mathematics
● Algebra 1 EOC- Level 3/497 Scale Score
● ACT Math -16
● SAT Math -420
● PSAT/NMSQT- 430
● CLT - Quantitative Reasoning 11

GPA Requirements
GPA 1:  Unweighted 
GPA 2: Weighted 
Minimum Requirement: 2.0 



GRADUATION CHECK 
If you have concerns or just 
questions email or see Mrs. 
McElroy

cmcelroy@pky.ufl.edu

Regular credit and GPA checks are 
done throughout the year, but….

mailto:cmcelroy@pky.ufl.edu


Check for:

✔ GPA 1 > 2.0
✔ Pass Comm test
✔ Pass Math test
✔ Credits is all areas
✔ Make sure nothing is 

missing!



Check for:

✔ GPA 1 > 2.0
✔ Pass Comm test
✔ Pass Math test
✔ Credits in all areas
✔ Make sure nothing is missing!



 WHAT COURSES ARE REQUIRED TO GRADUATE?

4 English 
4 Math (Algebra 1 & Geometry) 
3 Science (Biology 1 & 2 = rigorous) 
3 Social Studies (World, US, Am Government & 
Economics) 
1 Performing or Practical Art 
1 Hope/PE 
8  Electives

To include Senior Research 



YOU ARE RESPONSIBLE

Regularly check:

✔Your grades

✔Your credits

✔Your GPA

✔Your progress



GRADUATION HONORS

Highest Honors:  
4.2-5.0 weighted GPA 
 
High Honors:  
3.8 - 4.19 weighted GPA 
 
Honors:  
3.5 - 3.79 weighted GPA 
 
Students who earn 150+ community service hours will receive a cord. 
 

Cords are given for each distinction to be worn at 
graduation.



VALEDICTORIAN & SALUTATORIAN

The student with the highest weighted GPA will be designated  Valedictorian.  

1 ~ P.K. Yonge Valedictorian

2 ~ Dual Enrollment Valedictorian

 
The student with the second highest weighted GPA will be designated Salutatorian. 
 

1 ~ P.K. Yonge Salutatorian
2 ~ Dual Enrollment Salutatorian

All high school courses are included including those taken before 9th grade. 

Grades shall be calculated through the 7th semester (1st semester, SR year.) 

*A student who transfers to PK Yonge DRS during the last two (2) years prior to graduation is not eligible to be named Valedictorian or 
Salutatorian.

 
This award will be announced during the second semester. 



TALENTED TWENTY 

Students eligible for the Talented Twenty Program have proven 
academic success in their public high school and 
are guaranteed admission, within space and fiscal limitations, 
to one of the twelve state universities. 
 
Students must be in the top 20% of the class after the posting of 
the 7th semester (1st semester of senior year) and must have met 
all the 19 prep credits as specified by the State Board 
of Education Rules. 
 



        DIPLOMA DESIGNATION

State “Scholar” Designation 

1 Credit for Algebra 2 or = rigorous math 
1 Credit in Statistics or = rigorous math 

1 Credit in Chemistry or Physics 
1 Credit in a course = rigorous to Chemistry or Physics 

Earn 2 credits in the same foreign language 
Earn at least 1 credit in AP or a dual enrollment course. 

Pass the Geometry EOC exam (Level 3 or higher) 
Pass the Biology EOC 

Pass the US History EOC 





ENROLLED~ENLISTED~EMPLOYED

What are your options after high school?

 4 year college/university
 2 year community/junior college
 Technical/Trade school
 Military
 Employment
 Gap Year



CONSIDERATIONS FOR COLLEGE
● Type of school 

● Programs of Study

● Degrees offered

● Location

● Cost

● Entry requirements

● Learning 

environment

In State, on or off 
Campus

In State Living at 
home

Tuition/fees $6380 $6380

Books. Course Materials $1450 $1450

Transportation $1570 $1570

Living Expenses $11,500 $4,130

Personal Expenses $2,194 $2,194

Federal Student Loan 
Fees

$56 $56

Total Budget $23,150 $15,780



FINANCIAL AID CAN HELP
Types of financial aid
• Grants (FAFSA)
• Scholarships (merit, need, identity, government, athletic, activity, military etc.)
• Work study jobs
• Loans

• If you are even a little interested in post-secondary education, you should apply for financial aid.                                         

TOMORROW’S AWARDS 
BEGIN TODAY!



FAFSA  WWW.FAFSA.ED.GOV

Opens Oct 1 like it did in the past IF they keep the 
schedule they are posting



FAFSA  WWW.FAFSA.ED.GOV
You must create an FSA ID (user name/password) to sign electronically
You will use your 2023 tax information to fill out the 25-26 FAFSA
You will also need parent’s driver’s license, vehicle registration, or voter’s ID
You will use the IRS Data Retrieval Tool to avoid verification

You MUST register for FAFSA to be eligible for Bright Futures and for most 
college admissions.

Need help? 
Contact Christy Denton
christy.denton@sfcollege.edu
call 352-448-6836

Mrs. Denton is on campus every
Wednesday and Thursday and
Any senior can schedule an appointment.



Requirements:
• GPA
• Courses
• Service 

Hours/Employment
• Test Scores

FAS/FMS Information

https://www.floridastudentfinancialaidsg.org/PDF/FAS-FMS.pdf


Request SAT, ACT and CLT Scores be sent to a 
college so Bright Futures will capture the score 



Bright Futures Eligibility Report



Bright Futures Eligibility Report



Bright Futures Eligibility Report



Bright Futures Eligibility Report



Bright Futures Early Eligibility Report

Q~Why doesn’t the BF GPA match the Grad Check 
GPA? 
 
Q~Why isn’t my latest ACT or SAT score listed? 
 
Q~Why are my year long classes or those taken 
through credit retrieval missing? 
 
Q~Why aren’t all my volunteer hours listed on my 
report? 



COLLEGE TESTING   
ACT 
measures English, math, reading, and science.  Each section is scored on a scale of 1-36 and 
then averaged for a composite score.  There is also a writing section  scored from 2-12.  The 
writing is not required but if you are applying to competitive Universities, it should be taken at 
least once.   Changes coming in the spring!

SAT 
measures reading/writing and math.  Each section is scored 200-800 for a composite score of 
400-1600.   This test is now digital.

CLT
Contains 3 sections: Verbal Reasoning, Grammar & Writing, and Quantitative Reasoning. This 
test is 2 hours long and can be taken at home remotely proctored.
 
These scores can be sent to colleges, NCAA, etc.  Take advantage of this! 



Are you eligible for a fee waiver? 



Apply Here

https://www.yourchoicefresh.com/meal-apps/


Know the Test Dates (click link)

Bright Futures and colleges automatically SUPERSCORE 
If eligible, waivers are available for both tests. 

Share test scores every time.   
Use personal email to register. 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1hntQaJxyZWhq-ZPO0oEPU5o8-q9GLubquqfKCaE6ul0/


TEST RESOURCES

ACT/SAT Prep  
Khan Academy - https://www.khanacademy.org/ 
Test Prep in CCR Class

         *Mr DeLucas is on campus Thursdays and Fridays and can see DE 
students 7:45-8:45 or periods 1-4 with an appointment
• Google- 
YouTube has hundreds of videos on testing.  These videos include 
everything from what to expect, testing breakdowns, how to, tips, 
strategies, etc 

https://www.khanacademy.org/


How do I choose the right college for me?  

There are over 4,000 two 
and four  year colleges in the 

United States.  
 

How do you 
find YOUR school?  

❏ Explore your possibilities
❏ What do you care about?
❏ What problems do you want to solve?
❏ Who do you want to help?
❏ What are your values and personality traits?
❏ What are your skills and strengths?
❏ Where do you see yourself in 10 years?







Factors in your profile  

• GPA 

• Class Rank 

• ACT, CLT and/or SAT scores 

• Rigor of courses 

• Activities or Unusual Talent 

• Diversity (Race, Ethnicity, Income)



Develop a College List
LIKELY~REALISTIC  
Your profile is SIGNIFICANTLY stronger than the typical freshman 
60-90% chance of admission 
 
POSSIBLE~SELECTIVE  
Your profile is similar to the typical freshman 
30-60% chance of admission 
 
REACH~MORE SELECTIVE  
Your profile is not as strong as the typical freshman 
Less than 30% chance of admission 

https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/college-search


Narrow your list of college possibilities~  

✔ Type of School

✔ Location

✔ Learning Environment

Big Future

https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/


Review Application Requirements & Apply 
Early  

FSU & UCF
Oct 15 Early Action Deadline 

        March 1-Regular Decision Deadline 

FIU 
Oct 23 Early Action Deadline

 
UF & USF

November 1 

Seniors Are Responsible For Checking Deadlines 
For Schools Of Interest!



HOW TO APPLY 
The Step-by-Step Guide to Applying to College 
 

1. Start the College Application Process. 
2. Fill Out the Common App or apply directly to College/University.

○ Create Common App account
3. Write a Standout College Essay/Personal Statement.
4. Ask for Recommendation Letters (only required for certain schools).
5. Complete the FAFSA. 
6. Learn the Ins and Outs of Financial Aid. 
7. Decipher College Tuition Costs. 
8. Find Scholarships to Pay for College 

*Please be patient when adding your guidance counselor to your account. 
The process for Mrs. McElroy is VERY time consuming and she has to go to 
multiple places to upload information for each student. Trust her process.



Communication 

✔ Professional email address
✔ Check regularly
✔ No text talk



GET PREPARED NOW 
Use personal email for anything you will need access to after graduation and 
read emails regularly.

Visit colleges throughout the fall. 

Communicate professionally (email address, proper grammar etc.) 

Keep a calendar of important dates and plans.  

Come to consensus about college via clear communication
 
SENIORITIS IS REAL- plan ahead 



GET PREPARED NOW 
Practice Building Independence
● Seniors should begin or continue making their own appointments
● Build financial literacy-Open bank accounts and manage finances
● Set up a schedule for meeting shared goals: ie work on college admissions 

or filling out a certain number of scholarships each week
● Balance work/personal/school life
● Work on shifting responsibilities with less “reminders” and hold them 

accountable.
● Work on time management. Consider apps, calendars, working backwards 

to calendar what’s important and “check in” but don’t take over.
● Build health wellness (diet, exercise, sleep…consider apps to help)

*If, as parents, you are doing all the work now, it is unreasonable to expect your 
children to be able to handle their business independently after high school. 
You should begin practicing with support now to build confidence and 
increase the odds of success when they leave the home.
 



Florida Ready To Work
92% of Florida employers 
plan to hire, yet 81% say lack 
of key employability skills is a 
threat to their business.

Seniors in CCR will be working 
on earning state credentials in 
3 areas:

● Soft Skills
● Digital Skills
● Academic Skills

Seniors who pass all 3 will 
earn a cord for graduation!



Develop a Personal Resume 

● Significant activities

● Leadership roles

● Jobs

● Awards/Honors



Get Teacher  Recommendations 

✔ Choose Carefully

✔ Fill out a request form

✔ Time is of the essence

✔ Thank you



About Those “Official”  Transcripts… 

✔ Request form in front office
✔ Do not open
✔ Send Electronically
✔ Can’t email
✔ Unofficial available on Skyward



Finding Scholarships
✔ Scholarship.com

✔ Fastweb

✔ College Board

✔ Going Merry

✔ ScholarshipOwl

✔ Bold.org

✔ Cappex

✔ Scholly

✔ CareerOneStop

✔ Collegenet.com



College & Career Prep Day
Know Before Your Go Week 

Sept 30-October 4
October 2 to UF

● Bright Futures (Bring SS #)
● College Application
● International Studies - study abroad
● Test Prep
● UF Career Center
● CommonApp



College & Career Prep 

Go Week!

April 29 - May 3

Celebrate Final Decisions



You don’t have to be great to 
start, but you do have to start 

to be great!  
~Zig Ziglar  



Please fill out a survey.


